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Continued… 
 

“And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is lost, 
and so are the skins; but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins.”                                          Mark 2:22 (NRSV) 

 

 

The excerpt of scripture in the second chapter of the gospel of Mark that ends with the verse 22 
(above) begins with a question to Jesus about the ritual of fasting; we see that it ends with Jesus’ 
response about wine and wineskins. The “people” asking the question seemingly had 
expectations of religious behavior based on their “norm,” and wondered why Jesus’ disciples’ 
behavior differed. Jesus’ response pointed to something that was more encompassing than any 
ritual or practice; Jesus was about something new altogether which required a new paradigm, 
a new set of expectations, a new container of sorts (wineskins). 

The pursuit of our Christ-centered mission calls for new paradigms, new sets of expectations, and 
new “containers.” No one knows what “new” thing or new change will result in exactly the 
kingdom-results we hope for in all contexts, but through this program we hope to nurture a 
culture that is intentional, nimble, and dynamic, ready for the unknown future; we seek to 
foster ideas that heed the Holy Spirit’s movement in places where Christian community is 
waiting to be birthed. 

 

 New means new.  This initiative is about supporting new ministries (new faith communities 
or missional efforts) and is not intended for retrying old ideas or strengthening things that 
already exist. We encourage informed experimental ideas.  

 “With and among” not “to and for.”  In our commitment to valuing each individual human 
life and the gathered community, we understand ministry as something that happens 
with and among people rather than to and for them. Ideas that emphasize relationships 
rather than focus on transactions will align with this program’s vision.  

 New relationships. We encourage ideas that seek to reach and minister within populations 
that currently are not connected with, or are underserved within, ABC/WI. 

 Other considerations: We are looking for applications that include: alignment with ABC/WI 
mission, collaboration with others, and innovative approaches. We also will be looking for 
thoughtful planning and a well-organized articulation of the project, competent and 
reliable leadership, and considerations for sustainability.  

The New Wineskins Grant Program seeks to nurture the birthing of new ministry initiatives 
within the associational network of American Baptist Churches in Wisconsin by 

planting seeds of training, coaching, and financial support. 



 

 

 

 
1. The Project Liaison (or someone else from the leadership team) is required to attend the Day 

of Missional Innovation, a training and coaching Event on Saturday, March 23, 2019. There 
will be a designated session for grant applicants at the end of the event for questions and 
consultation relevant to the grant process.  

2. Submit online grant application with supporting documents by Wednesday, April 10, 2019, 
requesting between $1,000 and $30,000. No more than two applicants per church or 
individual.  Application can be found at: bit.ly/NW2019App 

3. Applicants will be notified by Friday, May 31, 2019. 
4. Awardees will have to accept or reject the grant by Friday, June 7, 2019.  
5. The first disbursement of the grant will be sent by Monday, July 1, 2019, if not the whole 

amount (to be determined based on project budget and timeline). 
6. Awardee to submit progress reports at the six-, twelve-, and eighteen-month mark from July 

1, 2019 after which subsequent grant disbursements, if applicable, will be given. 
7. Any additional support available from or referred by ABC/WI during the eighteen-month 

grant period will be determined in consultation with the awardee. 
8. Awardee to participate in an assessment process at the end of the official eighteen-month 

grant period. 

 

 

Any questions can be directed to newwineskins@abcofwi.org. 

 

 

ABC/WI Mission Statement: ABC/WI is a fellowship of persons, churches and organizations 
drawn together in the love of God as known in Jesus Christ. We affirm our diversity of culture, 
gender, and theological perspectives as gifts for ministry. We covenant to share the gospel of 
Christ, encourage each other in our faith, and share our resources in witness and mission. 

The grant committee will be undergirded by our mission statement as we openly consider the 
breadth of applicants and applications to this grant program. 

This grant program is made possible by the legacy and generosity of former 
ABC/WI churches and other individuals who believe that God is birthing 
new ministries and faith communities who, in turn, will be empowered in 
Jesus to impact our world. 


