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Mercy, Truth, Justice, Peace
By Marie Onwubuariri, REM
I will hear what God the Lord will speak, For He will speak peace
To His people and to His saints; But let them not turn back to folly.
Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him,
That glory may dwell in our land.
Mercy and truth have met together;
Righteousness and peace have kissed.
Psalm 85:8-10 NKJV

It kind of felt like Advent season started early this
year, during the first week of November, in the midst of
the great “waiting” that captured our nation as results
of the presidential election were being tabulated. No—
we were not waiting for the coming of a savior, but
many were waiting for a revealing of a collective
manifestation of values that had the potential of guiding
the direction of a people and a land in the coming four
years. With results now known yet still unconfirmed, and
COVID-19 confirmed cases and deaths continuing to
rise in our state, and as hard individual and collective
work still waits to be done in plain sight, Psalm 85,
particularly verse 10, has settled into my spirit. The
Godly values named in this text: cheçed, emeth, tsedeq,
shalom — Hebrew words understood in English as
mercy, truth, justice (righteousness), and peace. These
are values, mindsets, character traits, and action words
the psalmist presently proclaimed in God, even though
their fullness was still yet to come in humanity.
Nov. 29 [1st Advent Sunday] is around the corner,
but here we are now with a call to Advent living—
anticipating a mighty intercession by Creator God for a
restoration of a land and people while we, through the
Holy Spirit, pursue mercy, truth, righteousness, and
peace, as those who have already received the
empowering gift of Christ. Though weary, let us persist.

“American Baptist
Churches of Wisconsin”

Missed the 176th
Annual Gathering?
You can still watch the
videotape…
This year’s AG was our
first all-virtual event,
held on Oct. 10th. It
was a day filled with
learning opportunities,
shared conversations,
reflection on scripture,
worship, & worshipful
work, focused on
transformation.

Need a little more room during the
holiday season? The Basile Retreat
Center at Camp Tamarack in
Waupaca, Wis. is still open for
those who need to get away but do
not want to deal with crowds. ABC/
WI members can enjoy our camp
for individual/family or group
gatherings at reasonable costs.
Come for the day or come for a
weekend, Camp Tamarack is YOUR
place to play, ABC family!
Contact Kim at 715-281-7816 or
kim.drost@abcofwi.org for more
details. Learn more at
camptamarack.org/facilities/
#Basile.

Under the theme “Hope for Today,
Hope for Tomorrow,” the offering
honors ministers, missionaries and
their widowed spouses who have
devoted 15 years or more to
ABCUSA.
Ask your church office for offering
info and you can learn more at
www.abc-usa.org/rmmo.
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We also want to thank
all the AG sponsoring
churches; to see this
list and to request
access to see the
recordings of the
various program
sessions, visit:
bit.ly/ag2020abcwi

https://
bit.ly/3n8g1mw

https://zoom.us/join

This quarter’s American Baptist
special offering helps support Retired
Ministers and Missionaries.

 Congratulations to the following
churches who celebrated special
anniversaries:
Milw, Calvary – 125th - September
Wauwatosa, Underwood
Memorial – 175th - October
Racine, First – 180th - October
 Congratulations to Rev. Stanley who
was ordained on 11/1 by Milw.,
Emmanuel Chin thru Chin Baptist
Churches USA.
 Michael Newheart completes his
Interim Pastorate this month at
Madison, First. We also welcome Tim
Schaeffer as their new settled pastor,
who also begins this month.
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