THE WISCONSIN BAPTIST
Published by the American Baptist Churches of Wisconsin

Summer 2022

@ABCofWI

American Baptist
Churches of Wisconsin

Executive Minister Installation Service

Come together with sister churches of the region in worship to install
Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell call as Regional Executive Minister of the
American Baptist Churches of Wisconsin.
August 20 at 2 pm
Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church—3456 N 38TH St, Milwaukee.

Investing in our Future Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, Executive Minister

I

As of the end of June, I have visited 21 of our 59 churches for a worship service. I’ve
had the opportunity to visit with many of you and hear of the wonderful ministries our
churches are engaged in, from food pantries to mental health clinics, missionary
support, Christian Education for all ages, and much more. The American Baptist
Churches of Wisconsin are active and vital in our communities, and it gives me great
hope and joy as I hear your stories. My goal is to visit all our churches and pastors by
this time next year.

One of my other goals in my first 18 months, besides visiting all our churches, is to do
three things: to provide resources for our churches in the area of leadership. This
means training for treasurers, boards, and other leaders. This also means providing
opportunities for learning and growth for our clergy and ministry leaders, including
classes and retreats. Secondly, I hope to specifically provide resources and support for
our smaller churches. As congregations of all denominations are shrinking (including
megachurches) we know that the church is a vital support of services for spiritual,
mental, and physical well-being. Thirdly, I want to work with you all to identify,
encourage, and support the next generation of leaders, whether they be young people
feeling a call to ministry or second career folks with a work history that serves them
well as ministers.
You’ll hear more in the coming months, but I hope you will consider now a gift to the
Region to help us support you in your responding to Christ’s call to serve here in
Wisconsin and beyond.

2022

·

Save the Date! 8/20 at 2 pm: Rev.
Mindi Welton-Mitchell's
Installation Service at Pilgrim Rest
· 8/6: ABC/WI Board of Mgrs Mtg
· 10/8 ABC/WI 178th Annual
Gathering at FBC, Beloit
· 11/10-11/12 Celebrate,
Collaborate, Create! A Pre-Holiday
Retreat for Ministers

One of the dangerous trends I have seen in churches across the country is the tendency
to turn inward. Too many churches are focused on self-survival. Getting more people
into the church so the church has more money to support itself. This is a dead-end way
of thinking and certainly not biblical! However, this is a reality that many churches
find themselves in. When we turn inward, the circle shrinks. When we turn outward to
where the people are, the circle widens. When we look to the past, we can learn from
it, or we can be stuck in nostalgia. When we turn to the future, we begin to plan and
prepare.
This isn’t an either-or way of thinking. We all may have some aspect of our personal
spiritual journey or our collective journey as a church that gets stuck looking inward.
Nonetheless, I have seen this manifest itself in our churches in failing to lift up the
next generation of leaders. Failing to listen to the voices of children and youth and
giving them space in leadership. Forgetting to ask the question of who may be feeling
God’s call to ministry. We are facing, across all denominations, a shortage of clergy
and ministry leaders.

D

ABC/WI 178th
ANNUAL GATHERING
Saturday, Oct 8, 2022
FBC Beloit

Highlights of the day:

-Coffee House Ministry Fair
-Table Conversations
-Business Meeting
-Worship featuring Rev. Rick
Barlow

More info and registration
available soon at
abcofwi.org/annual-gatherings

Adaptive Change:

Responding to Volatile Times
Discerning and integrating the changes
prompted by being church in a
pandemic.
August 11 - 7pm on Zoom
bit.ly/ABCWIadaptivechange
PEOPLE NEWS

WITH OUR SYMPATHIES...

- We extend our sympathy to

the family of Dennis
Sampson and the congregation of
Waukesha, First. Dennis was a former
Executive Director of Tudor Oaks and
longtime friend and servant of the
region
Learn more about how to help Burma/
Myanmar: burmaadvocacygroup.org/
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W
www.abcofwi.org & www.camptamarack.org
15330 Watertown Plank Road, Elm Grove, WI 53122-2340
Phone: 262-782-3140; Fax: 262-782-7573

Together Living Faithfully Through Christ Today
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