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The World Will Never Be The Same
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As I write this, we are preparing for our Annual Gathering on October 8th. By the time
you read this, the Annual Gathering will be very soon, or it may have already passed.
Nonetheless, we as the American Baptist Churches of Wisconsin are “Making a Way
in the Wilderness.” In this pre-post-Covid time, we are navigating a way forward as
followers of Christ, knowing that we cannot go back to the way things were. In the
words of the musical Hamilton,
“Will they know what you overcame? Will they know you rewrote the game? The
world will never be the same.”
The way we have done church in the past cannot be the same. It has been rewritten
due to the pandemic and the other major shifts in our world. We know that digital
space is here to stay. Hybrid worship is here to stay. We have had to relearn how to
be church.
There is a thirst for community, a desire for spiritual connection. There is a hunger
for justice and a longing to care for God’s creation. This is the same drive that led the
disciples who sought Jesus, who taught them that he is the Way, the Truth, and the
Life.
God is doing something new. We have to rework what it means to be church today,
and one thing we need to do, which seems counterintuitive, is to let go. Let go of the
old patterns and old ways. Invite new people into leadership and let go of our
expectations on them. Let go of the old ways of measuring success such as
numbers on Sunday morning. Let go and follow Christ.
I invite us into a time of rewriting/rewiring as a region. First, I invite you to save the
dates for next year’s Annual Gathering at Green Lake, October 13-15, 2023. Our
theme is centering on Next Generation Ministries. Secondly, I invite you to consider
youth (16-18) and young adults (18-35) to serve on our Programming Committee for
next year. Youth are not the future of the church—they are the church now. Please
send names with contact info to me at mindi.wm@abcofwi.org
Now, you may have some skepticism. You may long to go back to how things were.
You are in good company! The Israelites became afraid in the wilderness. They
started to want to go back to what they knew because they were afraid in the
uncertainty. However, God is always making a way forward. Throughout the
scriptures, Jesus tells the disciples, “Don’t be afraid.” Again, in the words of
Hamilton, “There’s a million things I haven’t done, but just you wait.” God will see us
through.

WORLD
MISSION
OFFERING
God is doing new and exciting things through world
mission! During the World Mission Offering (WMO)
this September and October, your church has the
opportunity to join the transformational work God is
doing around the world through International
Ministries’ 120+ global servants and 250+ global partners. God can use your participation not
only to change lives internationally, but also to deepen your own discipleship in Christ. You can
take part in what the Holy Spirit is doing to bring God’s kingdom “on earth as it is in heaven.”
PEOPLE NEWS

Rev. Gwendolyn Young has
been called to be the pastor of
First Baptist Church in West
Allis. Her installation service is Saturday,
November 3rd at 3pm
On September 8, an Ordination Council
recommended that the ordination of May May
Latt, pastor of Milwaukee Myanmar Christian
Church, proceed. The Ordination service is
scheduled for Sunday, December 4 @ 2:00
pm at First, West Allis.

Save the Date: October 29

Financial Workshop
Best practices for church treasurers
and finance committees.
More info on abcofwi.org

WITH OUR SYMPATHIES...

We extend our sympathies to the
family of Rev. Alastair W. Brown, former
pastor of FBC Fon du Lac, who passed on
August 26 in Indianapolis. More information
will be forthcoming at FlannerBuchanan.com
Ken Giacoletto, former president/CEO of
Green Lake Conference Center (GLCC) and
Lawsonia Inc., passed away peacefully
August 23 following a two-year cancer
journey.
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10/8 ABC/WI 178th Annual
Gathering at FBC, Beloit
· 11/5 Board of Managers 9-2
11/10-11/12 Celebrate, Collaborate,
Create! A Pre-Holiday Retreat for
Ministers
B

178th Anniversary and Annual
Gathering of ABC/WI
October 8, 2022, FBC Beloit
Worship 2pm on
www.facebook.com/abcofwi
Learn more about how to help Burma/
Myanmar: burmaadvocacygroup.org/
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Together Living Faithfully Through Christ Today
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