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Rev. Carolyn Dugan
Associate Regional Minister - Outdoor Ministries

No Going Back

17 Therefore, if anyone 1s in Christ, the new creation has come:
The old has gone, the new is here! - 2 Cormthians 5:17

One night during our Bible study on The Post* I shared with the
group a thought that had been running through my mind - "Nothing
changes if nothing changes". I even wrote it down and posted a note on my
desk as a reminder.

At the time, I was struggling with the change of daylight savings,
with less sun and warmth, with my body deciding it was time to hibernate
and wanting to eat all the food and move less, I just didn't feel like myself,
but also realized what I had been doing wouldn't serve me well as the
seasons changed and earth was looking to rest. I needed to change my
expectations and my actions.

In this letter to the church in Corinth, Paul had to confront
leaders in the church and assert his authority in Christ. What once worked
was no longer working. The followers needed to repent and reconcile that
they had been made new in Christ. Their lives should change because of
this transformation.
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As we start this new year, what 1s God calling you to change in your
heart, in your life, in your community, in your world? Nothing changes if
nothing changes so what are you going to change?

An excerpt from the poem "No Going Back" by Wendell Berry:
No, no, there is no going back.
Less and less you are
that possibility vou were.
More and more you have become
those lives and deaths
that have belonged to you.

May each new day in this new year bring your transformation in Christ
closer to one who created and loves us. Amen

“The Post - we meet every Monday night via Zoom and you can find
info here: https:/www.abcolwi.org/the-post
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"ABCWI is hiring a new Regional Office Admuinistrator. Please
visit www.abcolwi.org/ministryvjobs for the job description

JAN. 1-3, 2026

Save-the-Date!

Jolabokaflodid is returning
January 1st - 3rd. 2026
at Camp Tamarack!
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