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Mat 16:24: Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and 

take up their cross and follow me. 
 

A Crash Course For a Global Call 
 
“In this moment, the whole nation and even the globe should digest and absorb EVERY SINGLE 
LESSON from Black History Month.”- Pastor Walter Lanier. 
 
Tenacity. Perseverance. Determination. Power. Fight. Nonviolence. Justice. Dreams. Equality. Sacrifice. 
Responsibility. These are just some of the words that I progressively learned every February while going 
through public school. The documentaries and images of individuals of history fighting though the civil 
rights movement now praised as heroes are etched in my mind. It always gave me a sense of obligation 
that I too, as a black boy, should prepare to fight like they did at some point in life when I got older. As a 
kid, I was just simply inspired and curious, but boy, does time sure move fast! 
 
In 2026, my conviction is that as Black History Month is the celebration of heroes who fought for the 
justice of the oppressed, the emphasis of this sacred time also serves a mirror held up to our current 
condition. How far have we come with the lessons of the past? How much do we value the lessons to 
integrate the burden of the fight for justice into our lives?  
 
Black history reminds us that progress has always required courage, faith, sacrifice, and willingness to 
confront systems that devalue human life. More deeply, black history reveals to us what it means to pick 
up our crosses and the responsibility to be disciples of Jesus, which comes with a cost. I believe when 
Jesus said “Follow me,” it wasn’t only to dance in the lily fields all day. Jesus’ call is for transformation. 
And the fight of black history is for transformation-on the Inside and in the world. 
 
Christ calls his followers not to pick sides, but to pick up crosses; not to protect preferences & comfort, 
but to pursue justice; not to echo the culture of division, but to embody Christ—standing where truth is 
costly, where love is inconvenient, and where freedom still needs faithful witnesses across the globe! 

 
Important Dates 

ABCUSA Sundays 
February 8 & February 15 

Invite an ABCWI Region Staff 
Member to preach! 

262-782-3140 or 
abcwi.office@abcofwi.org 

 
NEW Office Hours 

Regional Office 
 

TBD – we are in a transition time 
Please call 262-782-3140 and leave a 

message or dial x2 for the REM 

 
Important Dates 

Camp Tamarack 
 

Pastor’s Camp Jan 28-30 
Sienna Retreat Center, Racine 

 
Renew Retreat: TBD (May) 

See reverse for Camp Tamarack 
schedule! 
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The Wisconsin Baptist 

 
*We are hiring a new Regional Office Administrator. Please visit www.abcofwi.org/ministryjobs  for 

the job description 
*ABCWI has a Community Resources page for resources on housing, food assistance, senior services, 

immigraƟon resources and more: hƩps://www.abcofwi.org/church-resources/community-resources/  
We will update these resources as they become available. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mountain and Prairies Youth Conference 
Grades 9-12 June 14-18, 2026 

Scholarships available! Visit https://www.abcofwi.org/education-opportunities/ 
 
 

Camp Tamarack Dates: 
Senior High (grades 9-12) June 21-25 

Junior & Jr High (grades 5-8) June 21-25 
Primary/Middler (grades 1-4) June 28-July2 

Grandily June 28-July 2 
www.camptamarack.org for more info 

 
Diverse Members, United in Christ 
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