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“Let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet
together...but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” —Hebrews
10:24-25 (NRSVUL)

There are seasons when God meets me most clearly in the quiet. As an introvert, I can spend
hours on the farm or at Camp without noticing time passing. The rhythm of the animals, the wind, the
famihiar voices of podcasts or music—these become a kind of sanctuary. In that stillness, my soul settles. I
feel known.

But even in the solitude, the Spirit reminds me that we were created not only for quiet places, but
for one another. God formed us for community—imperfect, sometimes messy community. It 1s within the
gathering of community that we learn, grow, and are shaped into the likeness of Christ. It 1s where
burdens are shared, joys multiplied, and resilience strengthened. Community is one of God’s gifts to us.

As American Baptists, we honor the autonomy of each congregation, yet we also recognize the
blessing of belonging to a wider family. Our regional fellowship allows us to support one another’s
ministries, celebrate God’s work, and walk together through seasons of loss and renewal. We are not
alone 1n this calling; God knits us together for a purpose.

In that spirit, I invite you to join us for our Annual Gathering, October 9-10 at Emmanuel Chin
Baptist Church in Greenfield. Our theme, Hospitality in a Hostile World, speaks to the heart of our
witness today. We will hear from leaders across our denomination—voices that will challenge, encourage,
and nspire us. It will be a time to listen deeply, to learn widely, and to strengthen the bonds that hold our
regional family together.

This introvert—who cherishes quiet places—is genuinely looking forward to stepping into this
sacred space of fellowship. I am eager to encourage one another, to witness what God 1s doing across
Wisconsin, and to be reminded once again that the Body of Christ 1s stronger when we gather. For more
mformation: www.abcofwi.org/annual-gatherings

Important Dates NEW Office Hours Important Dates
ABCWI Annual Gathering Camp Tamarack
October 9-10 Regional Office Unbe“leaf”able Oct. 17
Emmanuel Chin Baptist Church, Tuesdays and Thursdays 10-4 Fall Fantasy Nov. 18-14
Greenfield Other times call 262-782-3140 x2

Creators Camp Dec. 3-5
www.camptamarack.org
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Fall/Winter Retreats at Camp Tamarack!

Unbe“leaf”able October 17 (One-day Fall Fun for $15!)

Fall Fantasy Retreat (Lord of the Rings!) November 13-14 $50
Creators Camp (Bring your crafts/projects!) December 3-5 $60
Christmas Book Camp January 7-9, 2027!

Visist https://camptamarack.org/reservations-forms/ to register
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Teaching Pastor’s Forum: Thursday, October 22, 12 p.m. Location TBD
Featuring Rev. Dr. Chakravarthy Zadda. Visit https://www.abcofwi.org/ministerial-resourcing/teaching-
pastors-forum/ for more information and to register.

182" Annual Gathering, October 9-10, 2026
Emmanuel Chin Baptist Church, Greenfield
Theme: “Radical Hospitality in a Hostile World” - Hebrews 13:2
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Friday Preacher: Rev. Dr. Hrang Hlei1, Indiana Chin Baptist Church f
Saturday Preacher: Rev. Max Ramsey, Immanuel Church Brookfield f

Featured Workshop Leader for Clergy (Friday):

Rev. Dr. C. Jeff Woods, Associate General Secretary

American Baptist Churches, USA

Bible Study/Devotional Leader (Saturday):

Rev. Dr. Pam Durso, President, Central Baptist Theological Seminary

Featured Guest: Rev. Abner Cotto-Bonilla, National Coordinator for Latino Ministries,
American Baptist Home Mission Societies

Saturday Workshop Leaders:

Rev. Dr. Hrang Hlei, Indiana Chin Baptist Church

Rev. Dr. C. Jeff Woods, ABCUSA

Rev. Deliris & Moise Carrion-Joseph, International Ministries

Rev. Brian Henderson, Association of Welcoming and Affirming Baptists

Artist-in-Residence: Minister Althea Miller Scan the QR code
Associate Minister, Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Madison www.abcofwi.org/annual-gatherings/
REGISTRATION DEADLINE

SEPTEMBER 23!

Diverse Members, United in Christ
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